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SUBJECT: FINNISH POSITION ON STRUCTURAL REFORM OF ILO 
REF: STATE 18356, 

1 . EMBASSY OFFICER MET JANUARY 24 WITH OFFICIALS OF 

THE MINISTRIES OE FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS TO MAKE 
THE PRESENTATION REQUESTED IN REFTEL. 

2. THE FINNISH POSITION ON THE EC PROPOSAL, ACCORDING 
TO THE OFFICIALS, IS THAT THE PROPOSAL OFEERS ENOUGH 

TO THE GROUP OF 77 TO AVOID A CONFERENCE ON CONSTITUTIONAL 
CHANGE BUT RETAINS FOR THE EUROPEANS AN ACCEPTABLE 
POSITION IN THE GOVERNING BODY. THE OFFICIALS FELT THAT 
THE US COUNTERPROPOSAL WOULD NOT ACHIEVE THE SECOND GOAL. 
HOWEVER, THE MFA OFEICIAL AGREED ON THE UTILITY OF 
ESTABLISHING A WORKING PARTY TO TRY TO WORK OUT A COMMON 
IMEC POSITION AND SAID THAT HE WOULD INSTRUCT AMBASSADOR 
KAARLEHTO PARTICIPATE IF REQUESTED. 
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